Galectins - potential targets for cancer therapy.
Galectins are a family of galactose binding lectins that have become the focus of attention of cancer biologists due to their numerous regulatory roles in normal cellular metabolism and also because of their altered levels in various cancers. They are reportedly similar to several prominent and established modulators of apoptosis. In this review, we present a brief outline of the advancements in the methodology used to detect and identify them and their therapeutic applications in cancer. Their possible interactions with other glycoconjugates are also discussed and a vision for their future use in diagnosis and therapeutics is provided.